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YOUR PLACE, YOUR PAPER

Golden gir; 51 lgnatius School won the nationals of the 2012 Soapbox Derby on Sunday, Drner Gemma McDougall s piciured with Harmy Clarke of Meadowbank School,
whocame second. Sparkling grape juice made for & sticky, iy cebabration.

Soapbox spectacle
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Drivers ready: Gemma McDougall gets ready lo race. Soapbox
drivers magst s low i the car 10 reduce wing resistance,
Phiotes: CATHERINE HEALY

By CATHERINE HEALY

ONE lucky young lady is off
to Akron, Ohis, for the All-
American Soapbox Derby in
July

Gemma MeDoogall was
the driver who led St
Ignatine School in St Heliers
to victory on Sunday in the
New Zealand finals.

The Pak 'n Save Glen
Innes Eastern Suburbs
Seapbox Derby was held on
Saturday in Stonelields Ave
with the top entrants going
through to the national
avent the next day

The tenms were whittled
down to eight and then a

final feur. Meadowhbank
School was second and
Stonefields School came

third. Fourth place went to
the Hiverhead Scouts team

from west Auckioand

The event was Stonefields’
firat attempt at =oaphbox
Facing.

“It's been great for the
school and great for the com-
munity,” sssociate primeipal
Chris Bradbeer says.

“People have walked up
from the development to
watch and so many have said
to me they wanmi to be
invedved next year ™

The race was arganised by
the Ratary Club of Auvckland
East, Members were on site
ot Gam to set up and worked
two long days to make sure
everything ran smoothly.

Schools lease their soap-
box car from the Hetary eluob
and invite businesses to
sponsor them in order to
BOVET COSLE,

Soapbox teams are made

up of a pil erew, drivers, a
cheer squad and many
willing parents and teaschers,

A soapbex car hos no
engine. They are released
from the starting blocks on a
steep street and it i gravity
and the driver's ability to
held & straight line that
determing the winner

Soapbex racing is a serious
bustiness, Cars are checked
before racing to make sure
they eamply with
regulations.

They must be weighted
evenly and their weight is
checked before they reach
starting blocks. All of the
wheels are swapped out
before the finals to make

sure mnone  have been
tampered with and everyone
has a fair go

B More soapbax phatos PLE




EAST & BAYE COURIER, APRIL 4, 2012

Derby day at
Stonefields
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Stonefields Ave
was closed over
the weekend for
two days of
soapbox racing.
Schools from all
over the eastern
suburbs took
part.

7 Serlous stuft: looathan Huismwary, Anthony Doctor and - -
Photos: Lovi Samuets of P1 England School represent their school  Fun day: Soapbon racing is serious stuff, but ultimately the awent is about having fun as a team, Elizabeth aku of
CATHERINE HEALY a5 S0apbox drivers. Orakel Schocl i all smilles befors her race.
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Yes officer; Coislable Casey of the Gien lnnes station drops in on Satunday. The drvers take great delight in beirg
breath tested and walching Constable Casey usa Ll‘lesuedrsﬂargm He eonfiems that the cars ane traveliing anownd
A0kmh. lames Coughlan is the driver Sorr wol. lames attands Chaschill Park School
B races on behall of Somerville Special, IM'?O)*‘LIHNI#WMS‘“HRG‘EHSH\OOI

Gt ready, beft: Teans from
all over Auckland compete
i the pastem subasbs.
vt

Lining up, above:
Calyin Fraser of
Parmeii District
School eyes uphis
run tothe finksh
lires,

Head down, right:
~ Danielis Collett

froem Stonefields
Threa chears: |1 i Stanhopa Rd Schood's first time at the Pak nSave Glen Innes Eastem Suburbs Soaptox Dertrr and - School gets ready
Ihey go aliout with a lage cheer squad. torace,
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