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Upcoming 
Races

Rally Races:

October 6 & 7
   •Roanoke, VA
   •Wayne-Holmes Co., OH
   •Omaha, NE
   •Rochester, NY

October 13 & 14
   •Bristol, CT
   •Owensboro, KY
   •Youngstown, OH

October 20 & 21
   •Chicago, IL
   •Hancock, MD
   •Sanford, FL
   •Ventura, CA

October 27 & 28
   •Bowling Green, KY
   •Culpeper, VA
   •Lancaster, OH

November 3 & 4
   •Washington, DC
   •La Mesa, CA
   •Ocala, FL (only on 11/3)

> No Local Races are being held 
this month.
> Please check the AASBD 
website (www.aasbd.org) or with 
your race director for all updated 
changes.

Bobby Dinkins has been named 
Director of Marketing for the 
FirstEnergy All-American Soap 
Box Derby.

A graduate of The University of 
Akron, Dinkins brings 26 years 
of journalism, public relations, 
marketing and business 
experience to the Derby. He has 
worked in local government, in 
the newspaper industry and as an 
independent sales representative. 
He also has 17 years experience 
in the professional sports industry, 
developing communications and 
sales strategies and managing 
events.  

“I’m thrilled to join the talented staff 
at the FirstEnergy All-American 
Soap Box Derby,” said Dinkins. 
“I grew up just a few blocks from 
Derby Downs and have enjoyed 
seeing its recent success. I 

AASBD Hires Director of Marketing
look forward to expanding the 
Derby’s relationships within the 
community and also focusing on 
its reach nationally.”

Dinkins’ duties will include 
promoting the derby program 
through over 130 race cities and 
throughout the nation. He will also 
work with existing and potential 
sponsors.

“I’m ecstatic about bringing 
Bobby in to work with us,” said 
Joe Mazur, President and CEO 
of the FirstEnergy All-American 
Soap Box Derby. “Bobby and 
his depth of experience will help 
us continue the Derby’s positive 
growth.”

Dinkins, 47, will begin his 
appointment October 8. He and 
his wife Shelly reside in Springfield 
Township and have two children.

Four Tennessee cities are 
now interested in becoming 
sanctioned race cities, after 
Adam Bozic spoke in Knoxville, 
TN in September.

Two of the current four Tennessee 
race cities are already affiliated 
with parks and recreation 
organizations. Now, there may 
be four more. Representatives 

Tennessee’s Derby Interest is Growing
from McMinnville, Newport, 
Murfreesboro and Morristown are 
considering starting a local All-
American Soap Box Derby race. 
Athens, Tullahoma, Cookeville 
and Chattanooga are current 
local race cities.

Bozic, the Derby’s Events 
Manager, was invited by Austin 
Fesmire to speak at the Tennessee 

Parks and Recreation Association 
Convention. Fesmire, the Athens, 
TN local race director and Director 
of Parks and Recreation for the 
City of Athens, felt that other 
directors of parks and recreation 
departments should know about 
the community benefits of derby 
racing.

(story continued on page 2, “TN Trip”)
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During his session, Bozic explained 
how the Derby, Race Week and 
the World Championships work. 
He told attendees how to start a 
new race city and answered their 
questions. He also talked about 
the new AASBD discount card 
and the education program.

The convention’s session about 
the FirstEnergy All-American 
Soap Box Derby was one of the 
more popular topics. Adam feels 
that it was able to build a lot of 
interest in other cities starting a 
race. People were excited to learn 
about a fun community event that 
would bring businesses in as 
sponsors, appeal to families and 
children, and engage volunteer 
organizations.

The growing interest in Tennessee 
will surely spread to other 
states’ parks and recreation 
organizations. If your local parks 
and recreation department would 
like information on becoming a 
race city, contact Adam Bozic at 
(330)733-8723 ext. 13 or adam@
aasbd.org.

TN Trip 
(continued from page 1)

Emily Whiting had grown up racing 
soap box cars. Her grandfather 
took her to see races before she 
was able to compete. In 2001, 
when she turned nine years 
old, she and her brother started 
racing. Her family soon fell in love 
with the sport, and they have 
been racing ever since. Emily and 
her three brothers have been to 
Akron six times. This year, her 
youngest brother attended the 
75th World Championships.

In January this year, Whiting was 
able to combine her major in 
business with her love of racing. 
With the help of her father and 
other family members, she 

The entrance to Derby Downs Deli in 
Athens, TN. (All photographs in this 
article courtesy of Emily Whiting.)

Tennessee Deli Serves Up 
Derby-Themed Food & Fun

opened Derby Downs Deli in 
Athens, TN. The restaurant, which 
seats about 70 people, features a 
derby-themed menu and decor.

With names like Checkered 
Flag Chicken Salad, Race Track 
Reuben and Soap Box BLT, a 
racer’s pre-race meal will be fit for 
a World Champ. The deli offers a 
variety of sandwiches, hot dogs, 
subs and more. It is open Monday 
through Friday for breakfast and 
lunch.

The interior of the deli is like an 
Athens’ soap box derby museum. 
About 20 cars from past local 
champs are on display. Trophies, 
t-shirts and many photographs 
put diners right in the middle of 
gravity racing.

During Athens’ race, as well as 
during the All-American’s Race 
Week, the deli offers specials for 
racers and champions. Whiting 
said that in the future, she would 
like to add even more specials for 
people involved with the derby.

The Athens deli is currently the 
only location. Although, Whiting 
hopes to open more in the future. 
When asked if she would ever 
consider opening a Derby Downs 
Deli at the Derby Downs in Akron, 
OH she said, “Yes! We’ve already 
talked about that.”

Be sure to visit Derby Downs Deli 
and pick up a Race Track Reuben, 
while you check out all of the cars 
and memorabilia. Also, become a 
fan of the deli on Facebook. Just 
search for “Derby Downs Deli”.

Emily proves that even when you 
can no longer race soap box 
cars, there are still ways to keep 
the derby dream alive.

The interior of Derby Downs Deli features champion soap box cars, photographs 
and other memorabilia.
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GRC to be Featured at Educational Events
The FirstEnergy All-American 
Soap Box Derby’s Gravity 
Racing Challenge (GRC) will be 
featured at future workshops and 
conferences. In May, the annual 
GRC race will be held.

“Gravity Rules” and “Putting the 
T & E in STEM” are workshops 
that will be held at Derby Downs 
in Akron, OH. Gravity Rules, held 
on October 4th, will explore the 
many STEM applications in K-12 
education. Participants will build, 
test and reverse engineer regular 
and mini soap box cars. Putting 
the T & E in STEM will be held on 
October 12th, North Eastern Ohio 
Education Association (NEOEA) 
Day. Educators will learn about 
how to build a soap box car and 
the GRC program. There will be 
lunch and trips down the famous 
track.

“Gravity Racing and STEM” will 

occur on Central Ohio Educators 
Association (COEA) Day on 
October 19th at Big Run Park in 
Columbus, OH. This workshop 
will also inform participants about 
the Gravity Racing Challenge 
program offered to teachers. 
Those attending will be able to 
experience the thrill of the hill on 
the Columbus track.

The AASBD will hold a session 
at the Ohio Technology 
and Engineering Educators 
Association Conference. On 
October 27, at Ohio Northern 
University, attendees will learn 
about “Creating a Soap Box 
Derby Team at Your School”.

The Derby was also invited to 
present and exhibit its Gravity 
Racing Challenge program 
to over 6,000 educators at 
the International Technology 
and Engineering Educators 

Association (ITEEA) Conference. 
The conference will be in 
Columbus, OH on March 7-9, 
2013.

The 4th Annual National Gravity 
Racing Challenge event will be on 
May 18, 2013 at Derby Downs in 
Akron, OH. With two teams its first 
year, and almost 60 teams last 
year, the 4th Annual GRC event 
should be even bigger. Schools 
from across the country will be 
able to display what they have 
learned through STEM education 
and will compete against each 
other in a race.

For more information on any of 
these events or on the Gravity 
Racing Challenge, please 
contact Linda Hubbell, Education 
Program Director, at (740)-817-
0345 or Linda@aasbd.org. You 
can also visit www.aasbd.org 
and click on the “Education” tab.

The FirstEnergy All-American 
Soap Box Derby (AASBD) is 
seeing improvements in the Rally 
program this fall. Compared to 
the last two seasons, the first half 
of the Rally season is increasing 
in the number of cities holding 
Rally races, the number of Rally 
races being held and the number 
of racers.

The month of September has seen 
the greatest jump in numbers. 
There were 51 Rally races held in 
the 2011-12 season. This year, 
there were 97 races. The number 
of cities went from 16 to 29, while 
the number of racers went from 
446 to a projected 812. (The 
AASBD has not yet received 
verified results from all of the 
Rally races held in September.) 
Numbers from the 2010-11 
season were a little higher than 

the following year. However, the 
differences are not even close to 
this year’s statistics.

Overall for the three months, 
there has been an increase in 
the number of Rally races. In 
the 2010-11 season, 170 Rally 
races were held. The following 
year there were only 151, but the 
number jumped to 179 this year. 
That is an 18.5% increase from 
last year’s number to the current 
2012-13 season number.

Seven cities that did not hold 
a Rally race in the fall over the 
past two seasons held at least 
one race this year. Many of the 
cities that have held Rally races in 
the past have noted an increase 
in the number of participants. 
Columbus, OH and Indianapolis, 
IN have seen the most significant 

increases for the 2012-13 fall 
season.

Over each of the past two 
seasons, about 600 racers have 
received their Rally ID numbers. 
For 2010-11, 589 racers were 
new to Rally racing. There were 
645 new Rally racers for 2011-12. 
This year, there should be even 
more, especially with the increase 
in the number of Rally races.

With such an improvement in 
the number of cities and racers 
participating in Rally races, it will 
be exciting to see what will happen 
for the rest of the season. For 
more information on Rally racing 
and how to be involved as a race 
city or racer, visit www.aasbd.
org, highlight the “Events” tab, 
and select “Rally Race Program”.

Rally Racing Revs Up
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On race days, Dakota Thomas 
will sit in her soap box car for 
hours. To prepare for the day, 
she will eat breakfast, size-up 
her competitors and practice her 
driving in the cocoon of her Stock 
car. At eight years old, her racing 
career has just begun. However, 
she takes the sport of soap box 
racing to a new level with a blog 
about her derby experiences.

When Dakota was two years 
old, her father took her to derby 
races in Ashland, KY and South 
Charleston, WV. When she was 
finally of age to race, Charlie 
McCormick, the race director 
for South Charleston, WV, let her 
use a club car to practice and 
race in. (Dakota later purchased 
the car from McCormick in order 
to participate in Rally races this 
season.)

Earlier this year, Dakota won 
her Local race. She represented 
South Charleston in the Stock 
division at the 75th FirstEnergy All-
American Soap Box Derby World 
Championships. She won two 
heats and lost her third. However, 
that did not stop her. Soon after 
the July race, she began Rally 
racing. Her blue Stock car - named 
“The Green Frog” - is covered 
in sponsors’ names. And, right 
below the cockpit, is her blog’s 

Dakota “Derby Girl” Thomas Blogs about Racing
web address, Driving4Kids.com.

Dakota, with the help of her father, 
started the Driving4Kids website 
in order to bring more attention to 
the sport of soap box racing and 
her sponsors. In creating the site, 
she is learning a lot about writing 
and web site development. She 
also runs a Facebook page under 
the same name. Both sites give 
Dakota the ability to share her 
“Derby Girl” adventures and her 
thoughts about soap box racing, 
post press releases from local 
media and feature the various 
sponsors that make it possible for 
her to race.

Many people are surprised to hear 
that a young girl is taking the time 
to run a website. Yet, she finds it 
very easy and fun to do. Dakota 
even plans on soon expanding 
her site, just like she wants to 
expand her derby racing.

After winning the Stock division 
as a Local champ, Dakota had 
to move on to Rally racing. In the 
following seasons, she wants to 
move on to Super Stock, aiming 
for more titles. Her five year old 
brother Noah also wants to race 
when he’s older. For now, he is 
Dakota’s Crew Chief. He listens 

for her name during the heats, 
helps her move her car after 
racing and makes sure everything 
else is in order.

Dakota is finding other creative 
ways to share the experience 
of racing. In August, she was at 
the Rally on the River in Ironton, 
OH. Yet it wasn’t a soap box rally. 
Instead, she displayed her soap 
box car in a car show during the 
three day festival. Dakota also had 
a program from the 75th World 
Championships people could 
look at and a donation jar. She 
made about $18.00 and plans on 
using it to help sponsor her friend 
in his derby efforts this year.

Racer Dakota Thomas and her Stock 
car. (All photographs in this article 
courtesy of Duane Thomas.)

Dakota Thomas and her sponsors from 
W Q Watters Company. Thomas gives 
each sponsor a plaque that thanks 
them for their help and details her 
accomplishments.

If you were to ask Dakota what 
she wants to be when she is 
older, you might assume a web 
designer, a famous race car 
driver or an engineer. However, 
she wants to be a mom, so she 
can be her children’s car handler. 
Her love of soap box racing runs 
deep, and she can’t help but 
share it with the world.

Dakota’s website can be found at 
Driving4Kids.com. On Facebook, 
search for her page by typing in 
“Driving4Kids”. And of course, 
be on the lookout for Dakota at 
races across the country. Derby 
Girl is on a roll!

In August, Dakota displayed her soap 
box car in an Ohio car show.
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Happenings @ 
Headquarters

Find out what’s going on 
at Derby Downs in Akron, 

Ohio.

Oct. 4
•“Gravity Rules” - teacher 
workshop; for more 
information, contact Linda 
Hubbell at linda@aasbd.org.

Oct. 12
•“Putting the T & E in STEM” 
- teacher workshop; for more 
information, contact Linda 
Hubbell at linda@aasbd.org.

Oct. 13
•Regional Director’s Annual 
Meeting, 9am - 3pm
•National Control Board’s 
Annual Meeting & Election of 
New Officers

Derby Downs 
Detective

What are these objects  
that can be found at Derby 
Downs? Find the answers 
below the photographs.

Derby Downs is the perfect 
place to hold a company 
picnic, school event and 
more. Let us know what 

event we can plan for you!
Contact Adam Bozic,
Events Manager, at

(330)733-8723 ext. 13
adam@aasbd.org

Answers: Top - The Derby’s Ohio Historical Marker, 
located behind the grandstands. Bottom - The totem 

pole, also found behind the grandstands.

1. What state did the totem
    pole come from?
2. What organization provided 
    the totem pole?
3. What year did the champ 
    bring it?
4. What are the four objects on 
    the totem pole?

*see answers below

Track Trivia

A1: Alaska
A2: Juneau Rotary Club

A3: 1974
A4: Moutain Spirit, Frog with a jewel, Old Raven 

facing New Raven, and Beaver
*See a picture of the totem pole on page 7.

New “Rally
Challenge” to 

be part of 
Race Week

The All-American Rally 
Commission presented a proposal 
for a new “Rally Challenge” to the 
All-American Soap Box Derby 
Competition Committee. The  
race will occur during the World 
Championships Race Week, 
starting July 2013.

The Rally Challenge will be a 
modified double elimination race, 
that utilizes all three lanes at Derby 
Downs and wheel swaps. Rally 
champs from the Stock, Super 
Stock and Masters divisions, 
as well as the Ultimate Speed 
champs will be able to compete.

The Rally Commission and 
Competition Committee will 
continue to meet to discuss how 
the new race will fit into Race 
Week. Details are still being 
worked out, in order to add to the 
excitement of Race Week and not 
disrupt the other activities.

The FirstEnergy All-American 
Soap Box Derby held a Triple 
Lane Challenge earlier this year 
in the spring. It used the modified 
double elimination and wheel 
swap that will be used during 
Race Week to test how the Rally 
race would be run.

Look for more information on the 
Rally Challenge in the next few 
months.
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During the 75th FirstEnergy All-American Soap Box Derby World Championships Race Week, three 
people were inducted into the AASBD Hall of Fame. Dale Russell, Millie Esque and Jack Engelke join 
many others who have made the Derby what it is today.

DALE RUSSELL
Dale Russell has been a “go to” volunteer for the technical conduct 
of the All-American Soap Box Derby for more than 25 years. He 
joined the National Control Board in 1986, serving over the years in a 
variety of roles including that of Chairman from 2003 through 2006. 
Dale Russell has spear-headed recent enhancements at Derby 
Downs, including modifying the race car-starting mechanism to 
make it more efficient and overseeing the addition of the permanent 
canopy structure over the starting line.  

MILLIE ESQUE
Millie Esque was active in the Soap Box Derby for decades, as a 
Derby parent, a local race volunteer and as a member of the All-
American Soap Box Derby’s headquarters staff. She was a board 
member of the Akron Area Soap Box Derby organization from 
1978 until 2005, serving as treasurer for 25 years. She joined the 
All-American staff in 1985, in financial operations and as race city 
coordinator. She retired after the championship race in 2007. Millie 
Esque, whose passion for the youth racing program was known 
throughout the Soap Box Derby world, died in October 2011.     

JACK ENGELKE
Jack Engelke’s long-time association with the Soap Box Derby 
began when he raced as a youngster in Milwaukee in 1955.  Years 
later, he was instrumental in establishing the Greater Chicago Soap 
Box Derby, where he has held a variety of local race volunteer 
posts. He has served as a regional director and helped develop 
the Stock Car in 1991. He helped organize the All-American Soap 
Box Derby Rally Program and served as its commissioner for 11 
years, beginning in 1995 during a period of tremendous growth in 
the number of participants. Jack Engelke has been a member of 
the All-American Soap Box Derby board of directors since 1995, 
has served as the board’s treasurer and is its current secretary. 

Three People Inducted into
AASBD Hall of Fame
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Sponsor Spotlight
Rent-A-Center

The FirstEnergy All-American Soap Box Derby is always looking for 
new partners to help the non-profit organization stay on the right 
track. Through donations, grants and sponsorships, any company 
can help the keep the derby dream alive. If you or your company 
would like to discuss options to become an AASBD partner, please 
contact Joe Mazur, President and CEO at (330)733-8723 ext. 18 or 
joe@aasbd.org. 

Want to 
Become a 

Sponsor of the 
AASBD?

This year’s Champ Lounge 
at the 75th FirstEnergy All-
American Soap Box Derby World 
Championships was sponsored 
by Rent-A-Center. Throughout 
Race Week, an area at Topside 
was designated for champs to 
watch TV, play Xbox, listen to 
music, hang out with their new 
friends and more.

The Champ Lounge was made 
of a 20 feet by 40 feet tent and 
a large grassy area. The space 
was filled with two televisions, 
two Xboxes, a stereo, two 
refrigerators, a freezer, and 
some picnic tables. Heat sheets 
were displayed in the lounge 
throughout the week. On 
Saturday, the TVs showed the 
webcast of the races.

Mike Simmons, a Rent-A-
Center Store Manager, wanted 
the company to be involved 
with the Derby. He believes that 
Race Week generates millions 
of dollars for Akron, which helps 
to create and sustain jobs in the 
community.

Simmons was also able to get 
donations of items from Cub 
Cadet and a local ALDI store. 
Cub Cadet gave the Derby over 
2,000 stainless steel travel mugs 
to pass out to champs and fans. 
The company also provided two 
pop-up canopies for the Derby 
to use. The ALDI store donated 
over 1,500 popsicles for the 
champs.

Simmons and Rent-A-Center are 

very interested in sponsoring the 
2013 Champ Lounge. He said 
“it would take days to explain” 
his plans for making the lounge 
bigger and better. He also hopes 
to bring in over $50,000 in gifts 
from various companies to be 
given to racers, families and 
fans.

The 2012 World Championship 
would not have been as 
successful as it was had it not 
been for the Derby’s generous 
sponsors. A huge “Thank You” 
has to go to Rent-A-Center, 
Mike Simmons and the other 
companies involved with the 
Champ Lounge. The Derby 
appreciates their help in making 
it a memorable event for 
everyone!
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Staff Stats 
Meet the People who work at the FirstEnergy All-

American Soap Box Derby’s Headquarters

^
^

•Did you or anyone in your family race?: Yes, horse racing. I owned 
and trained Thoroughbred horses. ...wait, different derby?
•What would your soap box car look like?: It would be airbrushed, 
with horses racing.
•Where would you want to race?: Ireland - it’s very beautiful there.
•What celebrity would you race against?: Elvis.
•What’s your favorite part about working at the Derby?: Race Week! 
I had a blast at the 75th World Championships, watching the kids 
enjoy themselves.
•What is your favorite part about Race Week?: I like meeting 
the families from all over the world. ...and the free pancakes for 
breakfast.

JOE MAZUR
President/CEO

•How long have you worked at the Derby?: Almost 8 years.
•Did you or anyone in your family race?: My two oldest children 
raced in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s.
•What soap box division would you race in?: Probably the Masters 
division; it looks awesome and like it would be a lot a fun.
•What’s your favorite part about working at the Derby?: Finally 
meeting the people I’ve talked with for months or years on the phone, 
and even meeting the people who just walk through the door. I also 
enjoy working with our new, younger staff; they are amazing young 
adults and have a lot to offer.
•What is your favorite part about Race Week?: Welcoming 
Ceremonies because it’s like a family reunion. Derby families are 
friends for life!

LYNNE COLLIER
Race Programs Coordinator

•How long have you worked at the Derby?: I started as a Public 
Relations intern in January, graduated from The University of Akron 
in May, and am still here. I love Derby Downs!
•If you could race, what would your soap box car look like?: It 
would definitely be green, and I would have Aaron Kaufman from 
the show Fast n’ Loud design it.
•Where would you want to race?: New Orleans. I’d go right through 
the French Quarter, then pick up some beignets and head to a 
crawfish boil.
•What celebrity would you race against?: The guys in Maroon 5.
•What else should the Derby community know?: I’m obsessed with 
Major League Soccer, Orbit’s Cinnamint gum, and adidas clothing.

RACHEL WHINNERY
Race Programs Assistant
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•If you could race, what would your soap box car look like?: It would 
be all “blinged” out!
•Where would you want to race?: Hawaii. The beaches are beautiful, 
and I could race down a volcano.
•What celebrity would you race against?: I would race Kyle Busch 
and watch him cry when I win. Maybe M&Ms wouldn’t sponsor him 
anymore, and I could eat that candy again.
•What’s your favorite part about working at the Derby?: There is 
always something different happening, and I get to meet fascinating 
people.
•What else should the Derby community know?: I am a mom to 
three boys, one girl, Jack the Golden Retriever and Tucker the 
Miniature Australian Shepard. My grandson Hayden was born on 
July 4, 2012. I recently married a wonderful man I’ve known since 
high school.

AMY ELLIS
Accountant

•What do you do at the Derby?: I plan the events at Derby Downs 
and the events for Race Week. I also help develop new race cities.
•How long have you worked at the Derby?: I’ve been at the Derby 
since February.
•Did you or anyone in your family race?: I raced in the Super Stock 
division from 1995 to 1998. I went to the 1998 World Championships 
as the Akron Suburban champ and placed second.
•Where would you want to race now?: Germany, Japan, or Canada 
- I’ve never raced there.
•What’s your favorite part about working at the Derby?: I love what 
I do! The kids make my job really enjoyable. ...and I like that we 
always have candy in the office.
•What else should the Derby community know?: I have two future 
racers, so the derby world better watch out!

ADAM BOZIC
Events Manager

•What college did you attend?: I graduated from The University 
of Akron in 2011. I majored in Sports Management, with a career 
focus in Sports Event Planning.
•What soap box division would you race in?: Masters or Ultimate 
Speed, since the build is challenging. I’m really curious to know 
what it looks like and feels like to race one of those.
•If you could race, what would your soap box car look like?: I would 
paint it to look like a rocket... a very sparkly rocket!
•Where would you want to race now?: New Zealand. The scenery 
there is gorgeous!
•What celebrity would you race against?: I would race Chris 
Hemsworth. It would be worth it just to see him try to get into a soap 
box car.
•What’s your favorite part about working at the Derby?: I like planning 
and working through Race Week. The kids were amazing. Their 
devotion to the sport and all around excitement was contagious.

MORGAN GARNER
Assistant Events Manager



•What college are you attending?: I go to The University of Akron 
for Sports Management.
•What soap box division would you race in?: Ultimate Speed. The 
cars look awesome, and you have to get really low in them. My car 
would be black with orange lettering.
•Where would you want to race now?: If I’m going to start racing, I 
should start where it all began: Akron, OH.
•What celebrity would you race against?: Tom Brady. And I would 
win, because his hair isn’t very aerodynamic.
•What is your favorite part about Race Week?: I liked watching the 
champs celebrate their victories. It’s great to watch emotions totally 
consume someone so quickly.

JOHN PETRENKO
Assistant Events Manager

•Why did you want to work at the Derby?: I grew up three blocks 
from Derby Downs. I never raced as a child, but I was a big fan. 
I can’t think of a better place to invest my time than a place that 
brought me so much excitement.
•What are you looking forward to about working at the Derby?: 
Working with the staff and volunteers in promoting the Derby’s 
mission of educating and inspiring youth through fair and honest 
competition and mentorship, as well as advancing family values. 
The best investment we can make is in our youth.
•If you could race, what would your soap box car look like?: It would 
have a mural painting of Akron area landmarks, along with photos 
of my children.
•Where would you want to race now?: Derby Downs in Akron, OH, 
because it’s the mecca of soap box derby racing.
•What celebrity would you race against?: Muhammad Ali. He would 
win though, because he’s the greatest of all time!

BOBBY DINKINS
Director of Marketing

•What college are you attending?: The University of Akron. I’m 
majoring in Public Relations, and my minor is Fashion.
•If you could race, what would your soap box car look like?: It would 
have Disney princesses on it - especially Ariel.
•Where would you want to race now?: Disney World, since it’s the 
happiest place in the world.
•What celebrity would you race against?: Daniel Radcliffe. He 
would probably win, seeing as how he knows magic and all.
•What’s your favorite part about working at the Derby?: My favorite 
part is learning about the Derby and racing, because I didn’t know 
anything about it before I started my internship.
•What else should the Derby community know?: My favorite ice 
cream is a peanut butter sundae with peanuts from Mary Coyle’s in 
Akron. I have a dog name Sebastian and two cats named Pop Tart 
and Oreo.

ALEXIS COZADD
Public Relations Intern
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•How long have you worked at the Derby?: Almost a year and a 
half.
•Did you or anyone in your family race?: My children Laura 
and Nick have recently raced at the World Championships as 
Columbus’ Local Stock and Super Stock Champions, as well as 
Rally Champions. They’re still racing.
•Where would you want to race now?: Vienna, Austria. It would be 
such a great place to race at and visit!
•What celebrity would you race against?: Country singer Brad 
Paisley - he’s such a hunk and sings well, too! I would let him win.
•What soap box division would you race in?: Ultimate Speed, 
because it’s built for speed!
•What is your favorite part about Race Week?: Everything - the 
excitement, the families, the racers and all the cool, memorable 
and fun activities. What a great week! I can’t wait until the 76th!

LINDA HUBBELL
Education Program Director

•How long have you worked at the Derby?: Three years.
•Did you or anyone in your family race?: My nephew raced in all 
three divisions, while my niece raced in the Stock and Super Stock 
divisions.
•If you could race, what would your soap box car look like?: My car 
would look like a Hot Wheels car.
•What is your favorite part about Race Week?: All of the people. 
I’m friends with a lot of those who come to Akron for the World 
Championships.

DUANE BURKHAMMER
Topside: Kit Production

•What do you do at the Derby?: I put orders together that come in 
and ship them out from Topside.
•How long have you worked at the Derby?: I’ve been working at 
Derby Downs since April 2004.
•What’s your favorite part about working at the Derby?: I enjoy 
meeting the families that come to Akron from all over the United 
States and even other countries.

JIM CRAWFORD
Topside: Shipping
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789 Derby Downs Drive
Akron, OH 44306
www.aasbd.org

(p) 330.733.8723
(f) 330.733.1370

(e) soapbox@aasbd.org

FirstEnergy All-American Soap Box Derby


